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Youngsters take 
county by storm  
F 

AREHAM Nomads were 
awash with medals after 
claiming 48 at the Hampshire 

County Swimming Development 
Open Meet. 
   The mainly inexperienced squad 
of 20 swimmers achieved more 
than 120 personal best times at the 
competition at Waterlooville Lei-
sure Centre. 
   They competed against 16 clubs 
from across Hampshire and for 
many of them it was the first time 
they had raced in 200 metre events. 
   Head coach John Molyneaux said: 
“Over the last two weekends of 
swimming the young and mostly 
inexperienced squad displayed their 
huge potential for the future win-
ning a total of 48 medals and achiev-
ing in excess of 120 personal best 
times.  
   “With such a small squad it was 
going to be very difficult for the 
club to win the Top Club trophy 
however a fourth place finish from 
the 16 clubs was an excellent re-
sult.” 
   Olivia Busher led the gold rush 
for the Fareham swimmers with 
four gold medals over a range of 
events. More pleasing for the 
coaching staff was the level of im-
provement with seven of her 10 
swims being personal best perfor-
mances. Olivia, 11, also won two 
silver and three bronze medals. 
   One of the younger swimmers 
also turned in some impressive per-
formances. Georgia Kennedy, nine, 
won three gold and three silver 
medals with her best performance 
achieved in the 200m Freestyle, 
recording a time of 3.03.65. 
   Another fast improving younger 
member was Charlie Holyer, who 
added three gold and two silver 
medals to the clubs’ total haul.  
   Having joined the club just a year 
ago Charlie, aged 10, impressed 
with some fine performances, most 
notably in the 100m freestyle re-
cording 1.15.39.   
   Double gold and triple silver med-
als were added by Ryan Ireland, his 
best coming in the 200m Back-
stroke with a nine-second improve-
ment to record 2.59.35.   
   His performance in the 200m 
Butterfly also led to further im-
provement but he had to settle for 
silver in this event. 
   Other gold medal performances 
came from Ethan Childs, Emily 
Blake and Emily Quick.  Silver 
touches were added by Charlotte 
Beardsall, Oliver Jones, Holly Blake, 
Harvey Spoor, Fiona Murdoch, Tom 
Dickson with bronze from Oliver 
Busher, Emily Quick, Harvey Spoor, 
Harriet Burnham, Emma Skelton 

   Matthew Sullivan, aged 14, com-
peted at his first open water event 
and won the 1,500m open water 
swim.  He will now turn his atten-
tion to the ASA Summer National 
Championships which will be held 
at Sheffield with him competing in 
the 200m Backstroke. He has also 
qualified for the ASA National 
Open Water Championships.  
   Ollie Jones, 14, swam in the Open 
5K event and was placed a credita-
ble fourth. Evie Rowsell, 11, also 
competed in her first open water 
event racing over 1,500m. 
   Coach Molyneaux added: “The 
three Fareham Nomads swimmers 
did a fantastic job of representing 
the club at the open water event.” 
   Now 60 club swimmers will pre-
pare for the end-of-season Open 
Meet over the weekend of July 23 
and 24 Waterlooville.   

and Hannah Cooper. The relay 
teams of Harriet Burnham, Charlie 
Holyer, Georgia Kennedy, Ryan 
Ireland, Tom Dickson, Harvey 
Spoor, Olivia Busher and Amelia 
Boyes also won bronze medals. 
   At the Schools Championships, 
Joe Davies was the only swimmer 
to win gold, with a time of 1.08.53 
in the 100m Backstroke, a three 
second improvement.  Clive Mar-
quis, Matthew Sullivan and Joe Da-
vies won silver and bronze medals. 
   Nomads swimmers also achieved 
success at Saturday’s Open Water 
Championships in Chichester. 

TROPHY WINNER: Matthew Sullivan, 14, of Fareham Nomads 
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